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NEXT RTSA NEW SOUTH WALES CHAPTER MEETING 

 

Wednesday 4
th

 JUNE 
11.30 for 12.00 in our temporary venue at 

*** Conference Room 1, Level 2, 477 Pitt St (north lift lobby)  

ï opposite the tram departure ramp at Central *** 

 

 
Train to the left and train to the right!!                                                                                                  Photo:  Bob Grant 

 

THE FLINDERS FLYER ï LEIGH CREEK COAL TRAIN 

 

Ross Golotta, Senior Engineer, Interfleet Technology will give a presentation entitled 
ñThe Flinders Flyerò.   This is the coal train from the Leigh Creek coal field which runs 
through arid country parallel to the magnificently coloured Flinders Ranges to the Port 
Augusta power station in South Australia.   

The train is the longest and heaviest head end powered coal train in the Southern 
Hemisphere and is a critical component of the electricity supply chain for South 
Australia.   The track is owned by the power company, making it unique in this 
country. 

The talk gives an overview of the start up and operation by a new rail operator.  

As is the custom sandwiches and light liquid refreshments will be available from 11.30, prior to the 
formal meeting, allowing both time for órefuellingô and to meet some of your fellow railway people.   
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  
 
The RTSA National Council meeting has suggested that Chapter Newsletters (and presumably Rail Horizons) 
should make provision for letters to the editor.  This of course is already the case, albeit informally, the only 
problem being that no one has ever actually written a letter to the editor, which is why none have ever been 
published.  Articles sometimes, letters never!   
 
The NSW Chapter has around 300 members, amongst whom there must be some who have a penchant for 
writing letters.  So why not get your quill or keyboard out and write ï offer opinions on the editors opinions, 
provide information or alerts on things of interest to our industry, set things that have been reported (in 
Newsletter or elsewhere) to rights or whatever.  As long as your letter is in some way related to our industry, 
and is not likely to result in legal action, we will be more than happy to receive and publish.  No more than 
half a page should allow for some interesting letters without overwhelming the Newsletter or its editor.   
E-mail and ordinary mail addresses are on the last page (as always), and just to be sure there will eventually 
be an additional óRTSA Newsletter Editorô email address as well. 

 
 

THE OBSERVATION POST 

 
Last month I devoted a couple of pages to the relatively unsung ARTC progress in lifting rail coal capacity in 
the Hunter Valley.  Growth of coal tonnages in the Valley are really quite amazing, particularly to those who 
can remember back more than a few decades to when coal was predominantly for domestic consumption, 
hauled in 16 tonne unbraked four wheel wagons which in many cases were entirely of wooden construction.  
We have come a long way since then.   But stand back and look at the bigger picture and it is even more 
breathtaking. 
 
Unless there is a major economic collapse it is entirely probably that within ten years railways in this country 
will be carrying more than one billion (1,000,000,000) tonnes of coal and iron ore per year ï equivalent to 
something like 50 tonnes for every man, woman and child in this country; almost twice as many tonnes as 
there are rail passengers on all the rail systems in Australia.  Breathtaking ï you bet! 
 
Apart from the Hunter Valley the focus of coal production is in Central Queensland, an active area that fits 
into a block of the state something like 700 km north-south and up to 300 km east-west.  Within that area 
there are three main port complexes (Abbott Point near Bowen, Dalrymple Bay / Hay Point near Mackay and 
a trio of ports at Gladstone) served by four major rail networks ï the Newlands system feeding Abbott Pt, the 
Goonyella system feeding into Dalrymple Bay / Hay Pt and the Blackwater and Moura systems feeding into 
Gladstone.   There is a minor fifth coal network feeding Fisherman Islands (Brisbane) port but this is 
restricted by capacity constraints to remain a minor player, much as Port Kembla is in the NSW context. 
 
One outstanding issue is that all the Queensland coal haulage is on narrow gauge (3ft 6 in), but over the 
years QR have pushed the envelope such that all but the Newlands system (for now) are worked with 26.5 
tonne axle load wagons in trains that gross up to 13,000 tonnes (and this bar is expected to be raised to 
15,000 in the near future) with distributed motive power.  The Goonyella system is all electric loco operated 
using 25 kV ac power (as with all electrification in Queensland), while Blackwater is split between electric and 
diesel operation.  Moura and Newlands are all diesel. 
 


