NIMT — 100 years young %

Kevin Ramshaw

G e I I e ral M 59mXx58m Toi Toj Viaduct,
410m. No 107 fex 19Bjack Tnl 4 /,59!)(&7‘17/"
545m. No.10¢ (ex 12) Sandstone(Possum)Tnl g 3| /Zan;rl‘ikej

ONTRACK

»>CJ WAIOURU (Highest station on NZR)
814 29030

) - 13Jul 1908

George Gardrier
Murimaty Sawmilling Co's Siding
b (Booth & Co's 5dg.ex Gibbs & Trevar's Sdg)
HIHITAHI(TURANGARERE) 741 27775
{orfp TURANGAARERE)
Turafigarere 702 27470
4, (Gardner's Siding)
% (ex 7) Ngaurukehu (Rabbit)
Tunnel 12m

Gibbs & Trevor
(Murimotu Sawmilling

C0.1928-1932 arteast
Ngaurukehu

640 27079

Bennetts Siding
Smythe Bros. & Borver g V013 (g 8) Mataroa (Pit) Tunnel §60m
Ltd to c 1936 Mataroa = N, No.12(ex 9 Hedgehog

530 26115 - {Jun 1907 *\\Tunne/ 115m

{ation 25 Feb 1985
deviation 25 ETA]HAPE7(N0"'7(0"O)

442 251854, TﬁfﬁaPTf?(/f’ealW
P 5 el
deviation 28 Jul 1985 winiata t20m)
) 415 24903
(Egmont Box Co.5dg)Ohoty
306 2470

1§ Nov 1904

9

KU
37 24369

No. 100 (ex 13)Deer Tnl 2tdm & ‘Bridge
Wo.10¢ (ex 14) Utiku (EIK) Tl 174”51 W kKayhatay

No. 108 (ex 15)Moose Thl 764w Bridge
288m X46m high  MangawekaViaduct [/ south 181X72

No.10a(ex ré)/(ow/171az/ 70 ”@79;‘3/)’5‘2’75
. . N m 3081 i X m

00 e cosed 5 ov Deviation 18Now Bl L ifrigaeka loo

327 “231.04 § NolO(ex17)Mangaweka
(Powhakaroa)Turne/
549m

3 Nov 1902

229m long X 73m high
MaKohine Viaduct, Ohingaiti 279 222-14

Mangaonohoﬁa_ = .
Tunnel opened out 572 [No.9(ex 18) Makohine Tunnel 180m)

(Wo.19 Kiwi{Mengaonoha) ST opened aul 1954
14 A 1893 “Tumner 7612m)  (%F-P MANGAONOHO 257 216-04
deviation cJun1985, u g”Ne.8 (ex 20) Moa (Kaikarangi)Tunnel 83m
Kaikarangi(Rangatira)
283 209-62

& HUNTERYILLE
268 205-33

Silverhope
724 20028

£5 & RATA
194 19546

Parewa Loop
192.42

2 Jun 1888

POREWA
> 165 190:53
overtonfy
93 188-69

Cliff Road 4
i s

<=AC

e Zealand Railways Corporation

Rere Totika



The Trunk - 100 years young

 What you’d say about much loved granny
you didn’t expect to survive much longer.

* A chance to trace its history and assess
Its contribution
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My credentials

 Bush historian ie no credentials
* My view of history:

History is a view from a particular hill
at a particular moment in time by an
Individual with a particular herd of
hobby horses.
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Back when the Trunk was born

 NZ had just topped 1 million people

* North Island population had edged ahead of South Island
« Settlers’ expectation: NZ would be big like Britain

e Growing sense of nationalism — Dominion status in 1907

* Refrigeration brought smaller land holdings, more intensive
land use and processing industries

* Need for better transport and communications

 New Zealand approaching an election — Liberals needed a
big event.

 European arms race and growth of American influence
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Similarities between then and now

Lanw

* Events "‘?_ ]
— Severe summer drought | fj.r
— Dairy boom brought greater wealth ‘g f‘: |
— Economic scare in the US g —

— NZ and Presidential elections
— Rugby tour to Britain
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Similarities between then and

e |[ssues
— Level crossing collisions occurring
— Commuters complain about late trains
— Industrial relations — Blackball miners strike

— Race relations — Maori complain Treaty terms
broken

— Drinking habits — restrictive licensing laws
— Women'’s rights — Suffragettes in Britain
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A short chronology of events

e Early history

Date Event

— 1870 - Julius Vogel launches rail vision

— 20 May 1875 - Auckland to Mercer line opened

— 1884 - John Rochfort’s route survey tabled in Parliament

— 15 April 1885 - Sir Robt Stout & Rewi Maniapoto turn first sod at Puniu River
— 24 Sept 1885 - WMR line opened from Thorndon to Paremata
— 1898 - Holmes designs the Raurimu Spiral solution
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A short chronology of events

e Opening the trunk
Date

1900

7 Aug 1908
6 Nov 1908
14 Feb 1909
15 Feb 1909
15 Feb 1909
Dec 1924
24 Nov 1930
19 Jun 1937

Event

- Govt adopt the Central North Island route

- Parliamentary Special — the first passenger through train

- Last Spike is driven by Premier Sir Joseph Ward

- First scheduled through passenger service

- Final section handed over from PWD to Railways Dept

- Railway Travelling Post Office begins

- The Night Limited Express service introduced on the NIMT
- Auckland Railway Staiton opened

- Wellington Railway Station opened
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A short chronology of events

o Later history

Date Event
— 24 Dec 1953 - Tangiwai disaster
— Sep 1955 - First General Motors Da class diesel loco replace steam

— 45ep 1971 - The last scheduled mixed train ran on the NIMT
— 24 Jun 1988 - GovGen Sir Paul Reeves opens PN-Te Rapa electrification

— 1983 - De-regulation of the road transport industry

— 1990 - New Zealand Rail Ltd incorporated

— Sep 1993 - NZ Rail sod to Tranz Rail Holdings

— 2003 - Government purchased the rail network from Toll Holdings
— 1 Jul 2008 - Government purchased the rail business from Toll Holdings.
— 1 Jul 2008 - KiwiRail is launched.
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Assessing the Trunk’s contribution

 Opened up the country and accelerated
economic development

* Led to the development of settlements
along the route

* Developed skills and expertise Iin
Infrastructure development

e Became the embodiment of the romance

of rall TRA| N

BOOK EARLY AT RAILWAY OFFICES,

GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAUX
AND OTHER TRAVEL AGENCIES.

TRIPING BY
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Assessing the trunk’s future

« Raill critics argue rail redundant

« QOil approaches $150 a barrel — 1993
$25

e Chance for investment to improve
competitiveness

* Helping keep 1 million truck trips off the
road

« Keeping the flame of romance alive



Centenary Events







