NEXT MEETING: Rail Revitalisation — Signalling Outcomes for TransAdelaide

Joint meeting with the PWI and the IRSE.
Hosted by the IRSE at Adelaide Oval. TECHNICAL

Koos Rohlandt, Signals and Communications Manager for TransAdelaide will be PRESENTATION
presenting on some of the Rail Revitalisation projects including the new Dry _
Creek Depot and new Computer Based Interlocking, the Seaford Rail Extension VENUE:

and immunisation of the Adelaide rail network for electrification. Gil Langley Room
Adelaide Oval Function

Centre
Memorial Drive
North Adelaide
SA 5006

DATE:
Thursday 2nd September
2010

TIME:
5.45pm (for 6pm start)

Cocktail Meal and

Refreshments to be
Concept Image of Seaford Rail Extension (for illustrative purposes only) provided at 7pm, after the
http://www.dtei.sa.gov.au/infrastructure/seaford/seaford_rail_extension presentation.

RSVP by 27 August to
Malcolm Menadue:

See flyer for more
information.
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Monday 27 September

Andrew McNaughton, Eminent Speaker CORE 2010
Creating the 21 Century Transport System of
Choice

Eminent Speaker Tour

Tuesday 5 October (lunchtime meeting)
Joint IRSE, RTSA and PWI Meeting
Paul Radmann, Thermit Australia

Thursday 4 November
Port Adelaide Viaduct
Ms Guillermina Perelmuter, DTEI

Tuesday 30 November
RTSA Annual Dinner and AGM
The Lion Hotel, North Adelaide
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Publisher

This newsletter is a publication of the South Australian
Chapter of the Railway Technical Society of
Australasia. Opinions expressed within are not
necessarily those of the Chapter, Society or Editor.

Contributions

Contributions, including news, opinions, or letters to the
editor, are always welcome. Send material by e-mail to
saeditor@rtsa.com.au

Continuing Professional Development

Engineers Australia members are reminded that
attendance at RTSA technical meetings contributes
towards CPD requirements. Each RTSA technical
meeting generally has a value of 1 CPD point.

RTSA Website

The RTSA website www.rtsa.com.au has details of
RTSA activities, including future meetings and reports
from past meetings, for all Chapters. Membership
information for potential new members and an
application form may be found at www.rtsa.com.au.

Chapter Contacts

Chairman — Daniel Martucci Ph: 8204 8213
Secretary — Alice Weatherford Ph: 8217 4224
Treasurer - Michael Forbes Ph: 8217 4127
Newsletter Despatch - Steve Torok Ph: 8264 2552
Newsletter Editor - Lucie Mitchell Ph: 7129 8284

Newsletter Dispatch

Despatch of the newsletter is undertaken by Steve
Torok. Contact Steve on storok@tge.com.au if you
have any problems receiving this newsletter
electronically or in hard copy, or to change your e-mail
address.




Dr Ron Fitch Presentation

It was an absolute pleasure to welcome Ron Fitch
to our August meeting where he was presented
with a framed photo montage commemorating his
long service to the Australian rail industry. Photos
of this event can be seen at the end of this
newsletter. Our thanks go to John Adams for
arranging this wonderful gift for Ron. A fitting
tribute to mark Ron’s outstanding contribution to
the rail industry.

Core 2010 — Wellington, NZ

Core 2010 is almost upon us! A full conference
program, together with the social and partners’
program, are available for viewing on the website.
Take a look at the website now
http://www.core2010.0rg.nz/ for more information
and get booking!

AusRAIL 2010 — 23-25" November, Perth

This year AusRAIL will focus upon taking the
industry forward through innovation,

We were very pleased to receive a letter of thanks
from Dr Ron Fitch following our presentation to
him at last month’s meeting. The full letter is
published later in the newsletter along with some
photos of the event. A lovely occasion | am sure
you will agree! No other new correspondence to
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Wheel / Rail Profiles on the Defined
Interstate Rail Network

Our thanks to Carolyne Southern and Nick
Petticrew for their very informative presentation at
the August meeting on the lessons learnt from
amending wheel and rail profiles on the Defined
Interstate Rail Network. The slides from the
presentation can be seen at the end of this
newsletter.

modernisation and technology leadership. To find
out more see the website www.ausrail.com

Another Date for the Diary!

In case you missed it on Page 2, the date for this
year's AGM and Annual Dinner is Tuesday 30"
November at a new venue, The Lion Hotel,
North Adelaide. Please put the date in your
diaries now for what will be a great social event!

raise this month, but if you have a comment or
observation you would like to raise, the SA Editor
would be pleased to hear from vyou at
saeditor@rtsa.com.au

Get writing or typing now!



NO ‘thought for the month’ this edition! |
think many people, and certainly yours truly,
have used up much of their deliberative
energies following the events unfolding near
Lake Burley Griffin...

Nevertheless this month | can reflect on last
month’s meeting and Dr Ron Fitch. This is
illustrated elsewhere in the newsletter, but |
think it deserves to be reiterated how fortunate
we were to experience this unique engineer —
addressing us with the enthusiasm and
coherence of someone a fraction of his age.

My thanks again go to John Adams for his
thoughtful words in presenting the Chapter’s
gift, which he also arranged — and | am
pleased to say that Ron certainly seemed to
appreciate our efforts (refer his letter of
thanks).

IN other news, the RTSA Executive met in
Sydney on 23rd July, where some interesting
results to the Member Survey were discussed
at length.

One key subject garnering a strong response
was the apparent feeling that the RTSA should
take a greater leadership role in the industry. |
understand that a decision was made
previously to focus on  Professional
Development, leaving lobbying to the ARA —
but it was interesting to note that members
nevertheless seemed a little unfulfilled in this
regard.
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THE Infrastructure Report Card has also
recently been released by Engineers Australia.
Railways in South Australia were categorised
as C (‘adequate’).

It was considered that the “intrastate rail
network has improved marginally in some
areas, but the remainder of this network
continues to wither. The interstate network has
improved due to selective upgrades by the
ARTC, but bottlenecks remain, particularly in
the Adelaide Hills and metropolitan areas.”

The bottlenecks identified on the ARTC
network include Goodwood and Torrens
Junctions - priority projects that have been
assessed by Infrastructure Australia as ‘Ready
to Go'. ARTC is also investing in Crossing
Loop extensions and has recently received a
further equity injection from the Australian
Government to re-rail the rail line from Whyalla
to Broken Hill, allowing axle loads to increase
from 23 to 25 tonnes.

It was also thought that “the metropolitan rail
network has experienced a continual decline in
service quality over the last five years”, but that
“the planned investments in metropolitan rail
will arrest the trend of deterioration.”

It is interesting to speculate that full concrete
resleepering, electrification, a line extension to
Seaford and expansion, renewal and
refurbishment of the fleet ought do a bit more
than just this.

Daniel Martucci — Chair, RTSA SA Chapter



Presentation to Dr Ron Fitch in honour of his dedication and long service to the Australian rail
industry and to mark the occasion of his recent 100th birthday!

Mr Daniel Martucci
Chair RTSA
SA Chapter

Dear Daniel

I can not let the opportunity pass without formally
expressing my appreciation to your Society's and especially your
Chapter's action in honouring my recent birthday.

To this day I remain proud of the fact that virtually my
whole life has been railway oriented. Consequently I deem the
gesture a highlight, and would ask you to convey my deep
appreciation to all of your members.

Kind regards

Sincerely
-2

Rl Elitch
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