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NEXT MEETING: Aluminothermic Welding – Past, Present & Future 

 

TECHNICAL 
PRESENTATION 

 
VENUE: 
Infrastructure Training 
Room, 
Rail Commissioner 
Offices (formerly 
TransAdelaide). 
71 Richmond Road, 
Mile End. 
 
 
DATE:  
Thursday 7th October 
2010 
 
 
TIME: 
11.30am 

 
 
Light Refreshments to be 
provided after the 
presentation.   
 
Parking is available in the 
main car park (behind the 
visitor’s car park). 
 
 

Joint meeting with the PWI on Thursday 7th October. 
 
Our next meeting will be a Lunchtime Meeting hosted by the PWI and takes
place at 71 Richmond Rd, Mile End.   
 
The presentation will be given by Ken Fyvie, Technical Manager at Thermit
Australia. 
 
Ken will present on the history of aluminothermic welding from its discovery in 
1898 to the modern versions of the process and its challenges.   

This will be followed by Thermit’s view of how this process will develop in the 
future given the new rail and welding technologies that are emerging. 

After the presentation, an actual weld will be performed to demonstrate the 
Thermit welding process. 
 

 



 

 

September 2010 

RTSA SA CHAPTER  
NEWSLETTER           

The Railway Technical Society of Australasia (RTSA)
PO Box 6038, Kingston ACT 2604 
Tel: 02 6270 6569   Fax: 02 6273 2358   
Email: nsw-chair@rtsa.com.au    
www.rtsa.com.au 

 

 
 
 

News 3 

Coming Events 3 

Chairman’s Chatter 4 

Signalling Outcomes for PTS 5 

21st Century Transport System 9 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 4th November 
Port Adelaide Viaduct 
Ms Guillermina Perelmuter, DTEI 
 
Tuesday 30th November 
RTSA Annual Dinner and AGM 
Presentation by John Ryan of Adelaide Zoo 
The Lion Hotel, North Adelaide 
See the flyer for more details. 
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Publisher 
This newsletter is a publication of the South Australian 
Chapter of the Railway Technical Society of 
Australasia. Opinions expressed within are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, Society or Editor. 
 
Contributions 
Contributions, including news, opinions, or letters to the 
editor, are always welcome. Send material by e-mail to 
saeditor@rtsa.com.au  
 
Continuing Professional Development 
Engineers Australia members are reminded that 
attendance at RTSA technical meetings contributes 
towards CPD requirements. Each RTSA technical 
meeting generally has a value of 1 CPD point. 
 
RTSA Website 
The RTSA website www.rtsa.com.au has details of 
RTSA activities, including future meetings and reports 
from past meetings, for all Chapters. Membership 
information for potential new members and an 
application form may be found at www.rtsa.com.au.  
 
Chapter Contacts 
Chairman – Daniel Martucci   Ph: 8204 8213 
Secretary – Alice Weatherford   Ph: 8217 4224 
Treasurer - Michael Forbes   Ph: 8217 4127 
Newsletter Despatch - Steve Torok  Ph: 8264 2552 
Newsletter Editor - Lucie Mitchell  Ph: 7129 8284 
 
Newsletter Dispatch 
Despatch of the newsletter is undertaken by Steve 
Torok. Contact Steve on storok@tge.com.au if you 
have any problems receiving this newsletter 
electronically or in hard copy, or to change your e-mail 
address. 
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Well, we were fortunate enough to have two 
meetings in September – the first at the Adelaide 
Oval and the second by ‘Eminent Speaker’ 
Andrew McNaughton at our regular venue. 
 
It is always a real pleasure to be able to attend a 
meeting at the Oval and our thanks go to the IRSE 
and Malcolm Menadue for organising another very 
informative and enjoyable event.  If you were 
unable to attend, here are some photos of the 
inspiring venue: 

 
Koos Rohlandt’s presentation is also included at 
the end of this newsletter for your quiet enjoyment. 
 

We ended the month with Andrew McNaughton’s 
thought-provoking ‘Eminent Speaker Tour’ 
presentation - ‘Creating the 21st Century Transport 
System of Choice’.  
 
Whilst in South Australia, Andrew and his wife 
were able to experience the very best that 
Adelaide and its surrounds have to offer, ably 
accompanied (for some of these activities) by your 
RTSA SA committee members.   

 
Again, if you missed it, see the end of this 
newsletter for Andrew’s presentation.  

 
 
 
 
AusRAIL 2010 – 23-25th November, Perth 
 
This year AusRAIL will focus upon taking the 
industry forward through innovation, 
modernisation and technology leadership.  To find 
out more see the website www.ausrail.com  
 

Another Date for the Diary! 
 
In case you missed it on Page 2, the date for this 
year’s AGM and Annual Dinner is Tuesday 30th 
November at a new venue, The Lion Hotel, 
North Adelaide.  Please put the date in your 
diaries now for what will be a great social event! 
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OCTOBER it is, somehow, and your Committee is 
busy preparing for the Annual Dinner, together 
with piecing together the 2011 RTSA SA program.   

For those fortunate to attend the Wellington 
CORE and the SA Chapter’s recent hosting of its 
Keynote Speaker it has been an eventful month.  

Ahead of CORE I spent a few days in New 
Zealand’s South Island - but the plans we made 
months earlier happened to land us squarely in 
Christchurch the day after the magnitude 7.1 
earthquake. 

To be staying in an inner-city hotel within the 
cordoned-off zone manned by the Kiwi army, with 
water and power having just been returned, and 
with hardly a soul in the Central Business District 
was surreal to say the least.   

Seeing cars flattened by fallen facades, 
businesses closed and buildings condemned 
brought home how on a whim, fate had stepped 
in, and people’s livelihoods and legacies were 
being seriously impacted.  This – and the many 
aftershocks, alarming on a ninth floor – was 
certainly the kind of experience which made 
paying my insurance a lot easier to bear.   

Thankfully the quake occurred in the wee hours 
with its little activity otherwise the serious damage 
mightn’t have been limited generally to just 
properties.   

Our experience with landform is stunningly 
different, considering all the shared heritage and 
history with our cousins across the trench.  
Tectonically and topographically, Australia and 
New Zealand are poles apart – and it is this very 

difference that makes for some interesting 
comparisons.  There are notably fewer Kiwis than 
Victorians, with that state having a notably bigger 
overall area – hoizontally.   

Vertically NZ has a terrain challenging enough to 
be the equivalent of a continuous faultline-strewn 
Great Dividing Range.  For all this, it doesn’t 
seem to have done too badly with infrastructure, 
or with attitudes toward it. 

o Hats-off, for example, go to the thorough and 
ambitious program of major corridor upgrades 
being undertaken in Auckland, supplementing 
existing motorways.  

o More dipped-lids go to their very interesting 
proposed concepts for an Auckland City 
Subway, which would eliminate their a) 
terminating station, which is b) marooned on the 
margins of their CBD.   

o A particular bit of doffing also goes to their 
willingness to engage early with the greater 
community about at least some unfunded future 
infrastructure concepts, depite the likely 
perceived risk of ‘raising expectations’.  I wrote 
recently of the taste engineers and technical 
specialists have for logic and objectivity, but an 
idea offering these fine qualities can still be 
rendered naught without any airtime, profile and 
finesse. 

IN other news, tenders for part of the Adelaide 
Metro electrification have recently closed. 

Daniel Martucci – Chair, RTSA SA Chapter 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER   
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